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  North Florida Area Conference Assembly Minutes 
            3rd Quarter, July 14, 2013 

The General Service Conference Takes its Inventory - Our Solution in Action 
 

Area Chair: Vivian F., Opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer. Let the record show that the Assembly was 
brought to order at 9:00am on Sunday, July 14th, 2013. 
 

Registrar: Roll call was taken by Jeff P.  Each District was called for attendance DCMs, Alternate DCMs, GSRs, 
Alternate GSRs, Panel 63, and Visitors. 
 

Reading of Anonymity Statement and short form of Concepts.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

Secretary:  Joyce C., Motions from the March Assembly were e-mailed to the Webmaster within 7 days after the 
Assembly and posted to the password protected area of the aanorthflorida.org website.  There were a total of 350 
copies. Fifty were given to the Area Chair for the GSR packets and the remaining copies were inserted into 
envelopes and given to the Registrar and mailed out within 2 weeks after Assembly.  The total duplication cost for 
this mailing was $210.00 this breaks down to 62¢ per packet or 3¢ per page – PLUS mailing costs. I would like to 
thank all Service Coordinators, Administrative Committees, and Officers for their quick submission of reports. 
   I have been working on reformatting the NFAC Advisory Actions to hopefully make them more 
readable. Also, I have started working with the Growth Committee to update Structures and Guidelines in order to 
make those clearer and change outdated procedures. Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to serve. Are 
there are any changes to the minutes which have not been made known to me?  CHAIR ENTERTAINS A 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES. Motion made to accept the minutes as amended, seconded and passed. 
 

Treasurer: Annette D.  It is my privilege to serve as your treasurer. I am honored by your trust and humbled by 
your generosity. If you will review the financial summary on the first page of the treasurer’s report on white 
paper, you will see that total income and group contributions are above projection by $2000 plus. Income is also 
comfortably higher than this time last year. Thanks to the thriftiness of your panel, expenses are $1700 lower than 
projected. Prudent reserve is within guidelines. I am receiving only a few contributions mailed to incorrect 
address and am notifying the group contact. We are receiving contributions from several groups who are new or 
have not contributed in a while and this is very encouraging. Please remove all financial reports from tables when 
leaving. I’d like to thank the finance committee for their support in the work we did today. Thank you again for 
your generosity and for the opportunity to serve. CHAIR ENTERTAINS A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 
TREASURER’S REPORT SUBJECT TO AUDIT. Motion made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

Delegate: Marilyn B., Good Morning, everybody. It is my honor and privilege to introduce to you our experience, 
strength and hope in our Past Delegates: Panel 45, Dan. E.; Panel 47, Dick G.; Panel 51, Tom G.; Panel 53, Panel 
55, Michael S.; Panel 61, Cecilia R. You heard a lot from me last night so my report is going to be short. Usually 
the July report is a review of Conference, but we all heard that last night. I want to thank you for all of who 
attended and your warmth and compliments. It is good to be back in sunny old Florida and back with you. I do 
have a couple of people to thank for last night as well, Jeff and Glenn, you probably didn’t realize that we didn’t 
know we’d have two screens – I only had one advancer so while I was I advancing the PowerPoint on one screen, 
Jeff had to synchronize hitting on the computer on the other and Glenn and he came down and got things set up 
and cleaned up. I know I am a challenge for Carlos because I walk all over the place and my back was to him. 
And, to him I do apologize 

OK, where is the delegate going? In a few short days from now, I will be at your State Convention and I 
have an opportunity at the State Convention to do something no other delegate has been asked to do. Usually we 
are asked to do just a normal common workshop, but I’ve been asked to give the presentation that I gave to you 
last night. So, I am hopeful that possibly we will run into some folks who maybe don’t know even what a 
conference is, what a delegate is, who the delegate is, never been to the assembly and possibly through the 
Convention ears we will be able to get some more participation. From there, I will be off to Columbia, South 
Carolina for the South East Regional Conference.  I have been asked to do a tour of the Grapevine website in real 
time. That means we are going to have Wi-Fi hopefully, if not I have a PowerPoint backup just in case.  
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Now, a couple of notations; the chair and I work very closely together and one of the things we have that 
discussed and I noticed it this morning  during the Registrar’s roll call. We have a couple of districts that are 
missing DCMs and some districts that I don’t want to go so far as to call them dark districts, but when GSRs show 
up alone we’d like to give you some help. So, Vivian and I have come up with an idea and I say to you, DCMs 
without enough GSRs or if you are a GSR here today and you don’t have a very active DCM please come up and 
see Vivian and I. We are calling it “dogs with the delegate and chips with the chair”. We want to come out to your 
geographical area and be with you, but not in a formal sort of way. You won’t see me with in a blazer when I 
come out there for this particular process we want this to be casual, we want you to have people there that do not 
get to the assembly, that do not know what is going on. The opening statement that I gave last night from my two 
minute report at conference of our area highlights starts out: “800 plus groups call North Florida home”, and on 
Sunday morning my dream is that someday we will not be looking for a conference hotel to host this assembly, 
that we’ll be looking for a convention hotel. I know we can’t reach everyone, but I know it has got to be hard for 
some areas that do not have some formation so if you would like us to come in an informal format, its going to be 
a “what’s on your mind”. We’ll bring the food and we welcome you all. Of course I am more than willing to do 
more post conference reports if some of the DCMs here today felt they did not have enough GSRs, and they’d 
like, Glenn and I go on the road as we have already done in 2 pre-conference ones in District 13 and District 28 
combined and in the greater Jacksonville area. So, we are ready to go on the road if you need us. 

Now, how many people in the room have gone out and actually signed up to get the Grapevine quote of 
the day?  I gotta tell you folks, sometimes they are just average and sometimes they are really good. I’d just like 
to close with this one from June 27, “our traditions are set down in paper, but they were written first in our hearts 
– for each of us knows instinctively, I think, that AA is not ours to do with what we please, but we are the 
caretakers to preserve the spiritual quality of our fellowship, keep it whole for those who will come after us and 
have need of what was so generously given to us freely.” Thank you. 
 

Alternate Delegate’s Report:  Glenn W., Since we last met, I have accompanied your Delegate on post 
conference reports covering both corners of our Area in Weeki Wachee and Jacksonville areas.  Other than that, I 
stand ready and available to serve as your Alternate Delegate. 
 

Chairperson:  Vivian F., I would like to welcome our new trusted servants, GSRs and DCMs with Orange 
Badges, please stand. Thank you for your service. I would also like to welcome all our visitors with Green 
Badges, please stand. Thank you for your participation this weekend. I would like to remind DCMs to send a copy 
of your minutes to the Delegate and myself. This helps us to know what is going on in your District. We will be 
holding our Area Inventory in October; there are forms on your table. Please complete these and return them to 
me at chair@aanorthflorida.org by Friday, September 13, 2013. You will also be able to obtain these forms from 
your DCM and or on our website at www.aanorthflorida.org. We will also be electing a new Archivist in October. 
Anyone interested in this position, please see Structures and Guidelines for the guidelines. I wanted to thank 
everyone who submitted surveys and we have implemented a couple of your suggestions. Note the large screens 
on both sides of the room. You can put your survey results in the box on the registration table; it is decorated in 
Christmas paper. Christmas in July, half way to 2014! Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
 

Alternate Chair: Heather V-W., Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Alternate Chairperson for Panel 63. 
I would like to thank all those involved in making this Assembly a success. I would like to report our attendance 
this weekend is 38 DCMs; Alt. DCMs, 158 GSRs; Alt. GSRs, 18 Officers/Service Coordinators and 
Administrative Committee members and 71 Visitors for a total of 285 attendees in all. A Special thanks to District 
23 for hosting the Friday night meeting, District 10 for hosting the Grapevine Room, District 27 for doing the 
Registration and District 9 for doing the 7th Tradition, Traditions Workshop and other assigned duties this 
weekend.  I need to speak with the DCMs of those Districts interested in Hosting October's Assembly after the 
meeting today (District 18 & 10). 

I would also like to thank Dick G. our former SE Regional Trustee & Panel 47 Past Delegate for the 
weekend who hosted our GSR Orientation and facilitated the Service Manuel Workshop.  Thank you for your 
dedicated service to the NFAC.  Our Past Delegate for the October Assembly will be Tom G. 
I would like to thank Jeff P. our Webmaster and Registrar for assisting to facilitate a very informative discussion 
on our fillable forms and all areas of the aanorthflorida.org website.  A special thank you to Teri-Lynn from 
District 10 for assisting with the Q&A raffle.  
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If you have not booked your room for future Assemblies, please do so as soon as possible.  The Special 
rate expires (30) days prior to Assembly so the earlier you book the more cost effective it will be for your groups. 
As a courtesy, please remember to push in your chairs when going on break, to the microphone or leave for the 
day, thank you. Lastly before you leave today, please drop your name badge at the Registration table on your way 
out today.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 
 

Registrar:  Jeff P., We were able to get the minutes out just 18 days after the last assembly. There were 285 
copies sent by US Postal mail, and 591 sent via email. This morning we have 180 voting members and a 
substantial majority is 120 votes. 

Group Change, District Change and New Group; these are the forms I see most often. I know there are 
quite a few older copies of some of these forms out there that say you should send the information to GSO. 
PLEASE ignore that and send everything to me either via email to registrar@aanorthflorida.org or via mail to: 
Registrar, P.O. Box 372926, Satellite Beach, FL 32937. Thank you…it is an honor to serve you. 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS  
 

57th Florida State Convention Report:  Carl G., Registration Chair, Good Morning everyone. The convention 
starts in 10 days and things are getting really heated up right now and a lot of things happening. I sat out there 
yesterday working on the spreadsheet to do the name badges. We are doing some things a little bit different this 
time, we will have paper schedules. The schedule is on your smart phone in Guidebooks. All you have to do is 
pull up Guidebooks app. So if we have any last minute changes, you’ll have them in real time. We have 1250 
registrations 600 banquets and the website is still open. You just can’t purchase merchandise there. Merchandise 
has been shut off. Registration, Banquets, Ice Cream Social are still available. So like all good alcoholics who 
wait until the last minute can still do that on the website. Yesterday was a really exciting day; we had more 
signups yesterday than we had in all the previous three assemblies all rolled together. See you in 10 days. 
 

NFAC Florida State Convention Oversight Committee:  Glenn W., Alt. delegate, Joyce C., Secretary. At the 
last Florida State Convention Joint Advisory Committee which I am a Director and Joyce C. is the other one of 
two representatives from the North Florida Area, the two motions that I gathered a sense of this assembly in 
March were considered.  On the motion of providing funding a representative from either area for travel to the AA 
International Convention, the motion passed with substantial unanimity.  

The other motion which would set a cap of $25,000 on the accumulation of prudent reserve funds was 
amended by me to increase the cap to $35,000 as a result of your sense of assembly and minority opinion in 
March.  That motion also passed with substantial unanimity. 

We discussed the status of both the upcoming 57th Florida State Convention to be held in 10 days in 
Jacksonville and the Orlando bid for the 59th /2015. 

The Joint Advisory Committee will meet on July 27 at the Florida State Convention for the quarterly 
business meeting and to facilitate the site selection at 3:30 on Saturday. 
 

SERVICE COORDINATOR REPORTS 
 

Accessibilities — Kay M., Renee G., Alt., conducted the meeting with 15 in attendance. The theme was “Do we 
need an Accessibilities Committee and how to start one”, with suggested activities for a committee, interaction 
with other service committees, and a discussion of materials available for committee members and newcomers. 
Packets of literature useful in establishing a service committee were handed out. Special thanks to those in 
attendance. We also would like to thank District 15 for inviting us to participate in an Accessibilities workshop in 
Cocoa during the month of May. Both Kay and Renee are available for workshops; contact us thru our NFAC 
website.  
 

Archives — Vicki E., We had 14 in attendance at our workshop. Steve R. Area 14 Archivist spoke on preserving 
our old Grapevines by removing the staples and cording the magazine in print. A short film from the 2011 
National AA Archives Workshop was included showing how to remove tape safely from old documents. Steve 
also presented our Area 14 Archive collection a framed card with everyone’s signature that was in attendance at 
District 28‘s first ever Founders Day Celebration that was held in June this year. 

Cecelia R. past North Florida Archivist and Delegate also shared her experience about the surprising 
discovery of her late mother’s archival possessions. She encouraged us to keep our eyes open when visiting 
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elderly relatives as many people have book shelves and other items from years past that just might be an archive 
collection waiting to be discovered.  

Group histories are still being sought throughout Area 14. The group history forms can be downloaded 
from the website or picked up in the archive room during the assembly. Please come by and check to make sure 
your group history is documented within our records. The Area 14 minutes can be found within the password 
protected area of the Area 14 website. We have archived minutes dating back to January 1967. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve. 
 

Archivist — Stephen R., Workshop: On basic archival procedures using the GSO pamphlet, “Archives 
Preservation Guidelines”. Guidelines are located on the GSO web site and on our North Florida Area Web site 
under documents..  

On Saturday June 15th I had the privilege of speaking at the District 28 Nature Coast Intergroup Founders 
Day Breakfast on the early history off AA. (How it all started) I also received assistance from members in my 
home district as they presented a short skit called the “ARCHEOLOGIST” Gave the same presentation in District 
13 and Hernando County. Intergroup Founders Day Picnic in Brooksville and on June 8th in Pasco County, 
District 15 Area 15 for their Founders Day. District 28 donated to the Area Archives with a large first ever 
Founders Day Breakfast card signed by everyone in attendance. Thank you to past Delegate Cecilia R. for giving 
us with a copy of the January 1992 minutes. 

Thank You to Annette & Joyce for their work in redacting the rest of the past minutes of NFAC, for 
posting on the web site. All past minutes that we have been able to locate are now available in the password 
protected area of the web site under Archived minutes. If you open that section and there are no minutes for that 
particular assembly it means it is missing and we are looking for it. Thank you for allowing me to serve 
 

Cooperation with Professional Community — Linda G., There were 45 people in attendance. Terri-Lynn 
reported on manning the AA booth for the National Association of School Nurses on July 27-28 where 76 school 
nurses asked about Al-Anon, and Al-Ateen. Linda reported on manning the AA booth for the National 
Association of Black Social Workers for 5 days. The most AA literature that was given away was: The GS0 
Catalog, and the National Intergroup Directory. 

Melanie E of Central Florida Intergroup will be manning the booth for the FJJA 2013 Adolescent 
Conference for Counselors being held in Orlando. Linda is working with GSO and the JAX CPC coordinator to 
provide AA literature for refugees from Burma, Thailand, and Singapore. So far there are three pamphlets 
translated: This is AA, Ask the Newcomer, and 44 questions. Linda reviewed and held open discussions on the 
CPC Workbook and the AA Guidelines for CPC. Linda will deliver AA literature to Nassau County. 
 

Corrections — Mike R., Kim L. Alt. & Note-taker. Meeting opened with Serenity prayer. We started with going 
through a list of pre-released inmates being released between July 30 and November. Passed all that information 
on. Then we discussed inmates looking for outside help. An inmate asked to start a meeting at Taylor Correctional 
Institution Annex, Perry, FL. Outside support needed at Apalachee Correction Institution, Sneads, FL also at 
Suwannnee Correctional Institution in Live Oaks, FL. There will be a joint effort between Area 14 and Area 15 
(So. FL) to put on a corrections workshop to be held at the Sahara Club in Sanford, September 29 from noon until 
3pm. Flyers are posted on the aanorthflorida.org website. We then opened to the floor for discussion and 
questions & answers. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Grapevine/La Vina — Richard C., We opened the workshop with the Serenity Prayer. We had 23 people in 
attendance. In the workshop we covered the many uses of the Grapevine/La Vina whether at the group or district 
level. That our meeting in print is a great tool for use with the PI, CPC, Treatment and Corrections. That when 
they use our meeting in print, they should consider using both the Grapevine/La Vina. We covered that  
there are a large number of items sold by Grapevine / La Vina, that can be used for display in the meeting places, 
along with a large amount of books and CD's. The books offer a lot of great meeting topics and can be used as 
gifts or door prizes at events. They were asked to find in the service manual, the process for reprinting art and 
articles from the Grapevine/La Vina. I would like to thank District 10 for a great job in the Grapevine/La Vina 
room with sales of $371.00 and ticket sales of $420.00, making it possible to give away 14 subscriptions. We 
closed the workshop with the Responsibility Statement. It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your 
Grapevine/La Vina Service Coordinator. I hope to see you all in Jacksonville at the 57th State Convention. 
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Intergroup — Ruth R., Our workshop opened at 1:30 and was attended by 33 members.  The topic revolved  
around funding an Intergroup or Central Office. While the primary source of revenue for most Central Offices are 
7th Tradition donations contributed by the groups served by the office, sometimes those contributions are not 
enough to cover all of the expenses involved in maintaining an office, such as rent, salaries, utilities, internet and  
inventory.  Often this is due to a lack of awareness of all the services provided to groups in the service area.  We 
discussed how many Intergroups combat this lack of awareness by having committees whose members visit all of  
the local groups to let them know what services are provided.  Other Central Offices have Unity committees to act 
as a liaison between Groups and the office to encourage individual and group participation. In addition, many 
Intergroups pass out Birthday Contribution envelopes similar to the ones utilized by GSO or have Faithful Fiver 
Clubs, for members to support the office by pledging to donate $5.00 each month. Most offices sell AAWS and 
Grapevine literature or materials for small profits.  Others also sell what's affectionately known as "drunk junk" 
which tends to have a very high profit margin.  When all of those efforts aren't enough to meet financial 
obligations, many Intergroups hold fund raisers. We went through a list of about 50 events found during a Google 
search of Central Office newsletters from around the country. These events range from banquets to pig roasts, golf 
tournaments to poker runs, raffles and auctions, and picnics to pancake breakfasts. If you would like this list, 
email me via the Area website and I'll send it to you. Thank you so much for allowing me to serve. 
 

Literature — Ken S., In Ken’s absence workshop conducted by Chad H. Alt., We had about 40 in attendance. 
We opened with the Serenity Prayer and a brief agenda for the workshop. Went over the 6 conference agenda 
items that were from the literature committee. We covered the updates for all 6 from the Conference and 
answered questions from the floor.  

The last half of the workshop was spent discussing the Panel 63 literature challenge. Participants gave 
updates and recommendations for how they are implementing the challenge in the home groups and districts. We 
also discussed some workshop ideas that literature chairs could put on in their districts. We finished going over 
the highlighted literature piece for the quarter "Box 459" what it is and how they can receive it. We closed with 
the Serenity prayer.  
 

Public Information — Sheryl R., Thank you to Melanie, the Alternate PI Coordinator for taking minutes. 
The meeting was opened with the Serenity Prayer and closed with the Lord’s Prayer; There were approximately 
40 in attendance. we took Roll Call and then reviewed the Agenda Items. We reviewed and discussed “tear 
sheets” and their need and effectiveness. 

I am always available to come to your District and help with Public Information. Thank you to The Weir 
Crazy Group for having me speak at their 9th Annual "Miracles in May" Celebration on May 8th and a special 
thank you to my special friends for attending. But especially, thank you for keeping me sober. 

 

Treatment — Iain B., (Iain was not in attendance) Renee R. conducted the Treatment Workshop. There were 41 
attendees in the treatment workshop.  We discussed the traditions as applied to treatment settings.  We learned 
traditions four and nine were not discussed in the Treatment Committee Workbook.  There was a lively discussion 
how to apply the traditions to treatment settings.  Then the workshop participants had an open dialogue to support 
one another in our work within other districts as it pertains to treatment settings.  The area website was provided 
to all participants as was the Treatment Service Coordinator's email address and how to locate other Area servants 
contact information.   
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee — Lori P., Finance, Alt. Chair & Note-taker: Marcela W. I am privileged to serve as your 
Finance Committee Chair. Number in attendance was 20. Thank you to the groups for your contributions to the 
Area; and also to our trusted servants for your fiscal responsibility. It is your contribution which enables the Area 
to continue its work of saving lives. Contributions are up and expenses moderately down. This provides for an 
optimistic outlook that we as an Area are capable of tightening our belts and living within a balanced budget. 
The budget for 2013 was presented by the Treasurer and the Committee reviewed and accepted it as modified. 
Our recommended budget for 2014 will be published in the July minutes and voted on by you at the October 
Assembly. Please take time to review it when you receive your minutes. Feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions.  

The Finance Committee also voted in favor of the re-allocation of budget monies under Cooperation with 
the Professional Community line items; moving $200.00 from line item 7381 (CPC Exhibit Space and 
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Convention) to line item 7350 (CPC Literature) as per the CPC Service Coordinators' request. This a $0.00 
bottom line net effect on the existing budget. Thank you for the opportunity to serve. We will have two motions to 
present under new business. 

 

Growth Committee — Glenn W., First I wish to Thank Mary M., DCM District 6 for accepting the Alt Growth 
Chair position and taking fantastic minutes.  We are continuing efforts to define district boundaries in the 
Jacksonville and Daytona areas with the cooperation of all the effected DCMs. 

We also began the task of refining language in the Structures and Guidelines.  The Growth Committee has 
been tasked by our Chairperson to address ambiguities and inconsistencies within our Structures and Guidelines.  
With the help of our Area Secretary, Joyce C., we will work to clarify some language striving to ensure the 
original intent and spirit is maintained.  With that thought in mind, we will also strive not to revise this document 
into some wordy novel.  In this case a familiar slogan comes to mind - “Keep it Simple”. 
 

Site and Agenda Committee — Heather V-W., Kelly J. Alt., Renee R., and Parliamentarian assisted 
to facilitate the workshop. Kelly J took roll call there were 35 in attendance and eight of nine DCMs assigned to 
the committee present. After the attrition issue in January we as a Committee have worked very hard to monitor 
our pick up and ensure we do not incur additional expenses.  The Addendum signed for July 2013 decreased our 
room block by 10 rooms overall; with 80% attrition our commitment to the Hotel for July was 152 total room 
nights.  We currently have 162 total rooms this weekend and have met our commitment to the Hotel.  We will not 
incur any meeting room rental or attrition fees.  Special thank you to those involved in helping me think through 
our options and the Hotel working with our Group.  We will make decisions Assembly to Assembly based on our 
trend, current and past pickup and how willing the Hotel is to work with us during those needed dates. October is 
a very busy month for the Hotel therefore please book early and often; we cannot guarantee the group rate after 
the cut-off date which is 30 days prior to October's Assembly.  The links for the October, January, April and July 
Assemblies are currently on aanorthflorida.org website. A motion will come up under new business from the Site 
& Agenda Committee. 
 

Web Site Committee Report — Rita C., I went to the Finance Committee to request a certain amount of 
money to hire a vendor webmaster. I requested the committee to review the website guidelines for changes and to 
email all their suggested changes to the website chairperson. I informed the committee of all the flyers and 
notification that were posted after the March assembly to present. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

MOTION by Finance Committee (no second required): In lieu of hotel and mileage; Move to pay a 
Webmaster up to $150.00 per quarter beginning with the July 2013 assembly. SECONDED. 
DISCUSSION. MOTION FAILED. MINORITY OPINION. MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 
SECONDED. CALL THE QUESTION, PASSED, ORIGINAL MOTION PASSED, MINORITY 
OPINION, MOTION TO RECONSIDER. SECONDED. FAILED, ORIGINAL MOTION PASSED 
 

MOTION by Finance Committee (no second required):  Move to accept the proposed amended budget 
through December 2013. MOTION PASSED (Unanimous) 
 

MOTION by Site & Agenda Committee (no second required):  Move to accept the Paramount Plaza 
Hotel & Suite as the site for the 2015-2016 North Florida Area Convention. AMENDED to read: Move 
to accept the Paramount Plaza Hotel & Suite as the site for the 2015-2016 NFAC. MOTION PASSED. 
 

MOTION:  By Ron, GSR. Move to eliminate 2 of the 4 General Service Conference meetings each year. 
NO SECOND. MOTION DIES. 

 

Motion to adjourn, PASSED 
 

Meeting closed with the Responsibility Pledge at 11:27am. 
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ATTACHED: OTHER WORKSHOP REPORTS  
 

GSR Workshop Report — Heather V-W., We opened the GSR Workshop with over 100 GSRs/Alt GSRs 
present and said the Serenity Prayer followed by all Orange and Green Badges being recognized. Then a reading 
of the Service Manuel S25-S30 "The Group and its G.S.R." we concluded the reading with Group Information 
and introduced our Registrar and Webmaster to give a live demonstration of our aanorthflorida.org website.  We 
fostered a question and answer session during the presentation and to evoke participation we gave GSRs who 
asked a question a chocolate and a volunteer gave a raffle ticket to foster lively discussion during the presentation. 
 When the presentation concluded we raffled off a book purchased from the Grapevine room called "AA and the 
Home Group". We concluded the workshop with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

DCM Workshop Report — Vivian F., The DCM Workshop had a joint meeting with Breda, the Delegate to 
Flemish Belgium via Skype. Breda joined the DCMs to discuss the service structure in Northern Belgium and 
some of the issues faced within the groups and solutions they have found. Several of the DCMs shared specific 
concerns they have in their Districts, with Breda and she gave feedback about her country. Ultimately, although 
everyone had the opportunity to learn about the service structure in Flemish Belgium and the World Service 
Meeting, it was noted that we all share the same issues and solutions in USA or Belgium.  
 

Parliamentarian Workshop Report — Eric J., “Robert and His Pesky Rules” The workshop covered the areas 
of the conduct of the NFAC business meetings, Robert’s Rules of Order, and interaction of the NFAC Structures 
& Guidelines with Roberts Rules.  There were about 20 persons in attendance.  The role and function of the 
NFAC Parliamentarian was explained which is to assist the Chair and voting members of the NFAC Assembly in 
the orderly, efficient and effective conduct of the business meetings, the interpretation and application of Roberts 
Rules and NFAC Structures & Guidelines as those issues arise during the business meetings. 
 The NFAC has adopted a set of “Structures and Guidelines” (the “S&G). By section 4 of the S&G the 
NFAC adopted “Robert’s Rules of Order” for its business meetings.  Section 4 also adopts the “Summary of 
Conference Procedures” as Appendix A which modifies some of the applications of Robert’s Rules.  We reviewed 
from Appendix A the procedure and rules on the proper method of speaking from the floor to the Assembly. We 
next considered who may speak, make a motion or otherwise participate in the Area business meetings by a 
question, which was answered by one of the participants.  The correct answer being that only a current voting 
member of the NFAC who was present and included on the roll call at the beginning of that morning’s business 
meeting.  Or their designated alternate if the primary service person is not present.  See Section 9 of the S&G.  It 
was additionally noted that:  If you are NOT a current NFAC VOTING member, you do not have the right to 
make a motion, speak to a motion, vote on a motion or otherwise participate in the business of the Assembly.  
However, the Chair has the right to recognize a non-voting member to address a matter before the Assembly or to 
make a presentation to the Assembly.  
 The proper etiquette of how to address the Assembly was presented as follows: Approach the nearest 
floor microphone.  WAIT until those ahead of you have finished.  WAIT until the Chair recognizes you. GET 
CLOSE TO THE ACTUAL MICROPHONE.  STATE YOUR NAME, your District, and your service position 
which qualifies you to address the Assembly.  {NOTE:  you have 2 minutes.  Use those 120 seconds wisely…. 
The Assembly does not need to hear your entire AA history, when you got sober, your service resume, etc, 
UNLESS it directly pertains to the question at hand.…}.  STATE WHETHER you are in favor of the pending 
matter OR are against the pending matter.  STATE your reasons briefly and clearly.   IF your reasons have been 
covered by another speaker, please do not “ditto” or restate the same opinions again.  REMEMBER.  You have 2 
minutes to speak.  You may not address the same topic unless all others have spoken AND the Chair elects to 
recognize you again. 
 There are various reference books on Roberts Rules of Order, from full authorized and fully annotated 
versions with 716 pages with small print or Robert’s Rules Complete Idiot’s Guide with only 356 pages.  The 
“rules” are referred to as “Roberts Rules” due to the fact that the original author was General Henry M. Robert, U. 
S. Army born in 1837, in first written in 1876.  The current edition is the 11th Edition, revised by Henry M. Robert 
III, a grandson of General Robert, and some member of the Robert family as always been the principal author of 
all authorized versions.  There are actually 63 numbered Rules, with various additional examples, charts, tables, 
and discussions. We did an exercise of a sample motion, an amendment, a vote and a minority opinion.  I 
presented a chart of the various procedural motions, from the web site of www.jimslaughter.com . 
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NORTH FLORIDA AREA CONFERENCE 
4th Quarter Assembly, October 4-6, 2013  

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA-Sunday, October 6, 2013 at 9:00 AM 
 

Open: Call to order & Serenity Prayer – Vivian F. 
 

Roll call:   Registrar – Jeff P. 
 

     Reading of Anonymity Statement & Reading of short form of Concepts 
 

Officer’s Reports: 
Secretary – Joyce C. 
Treasurer – Annette D. 
Delegate – Marilyn B. 
Alternate Delegate – Glenn W. 
Chairperson – Vivian F. 
Alternate Chairperson – Heather V-W. 
Registrar – Jeff P. 

 
Special Reports: 

57th Florida State Convention 
NFAC Florida State Convention Oversight Committee 

 
Service Coordinators Reports:  

Accessibilities – Kay M. 
Archives – Vicki E. 
Area Archivist – Steve R. 
Cooperation with Professional Community – Linda G. 
Corrections – Mike R. 
Grapevine – Richard C. 
Intergroup – Ruth R. 
Literature – Ken S. 
Public Information – Sheryl R. 
Treatment Facilities – Iain B. 

 
Administrative Committee Reports: 

Finance – Lori P. 
Growth – Glenn W. 
Site & Agenda /Alternate Chairperson – Heather V-W. 
Web Site – Rita C. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: (UNFINISHED BUSINESS) 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 
CLOSING: 
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